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{“It is wonderful to feel the grandness of Canada in the raw”
- Emily Carr, famous Canadian artist and writer (1871-1945)

On June 26th, 2009
the KGIC Education Group

held it’s first ever speech contest.
This exciting and entertaining
international
students in both Vancouver and

event gave
Toronto the opportunity to

challenge themselves and a
chance to win a top prize of
$1000 in each category. A total

of $ 6800 was awarded in prize

money for this astounding event.

The KGIC Speech Contest,
Canada: Yours to Discover, was
held in the Crystal Ballroom of
the Empire Landmark Hotel in
beautiful downtown Vancouver
and at KGIC’s Toronto campus
in bustling midtown Toronto.

Participants in this national

competition expressed their

opinions, feelings and thoughts
about Canada in their moving
The judges

audience were impressed by the

speeches. and
unique perspective the diverse
group of international partici-
pants brought to the theme.

Based on their English level
and region participants had a
choice of topics to choose from.
The speeches were divided into
two categories, Novice and
Intermediate/Advanced.

The KGIC Education group is
proud to have hosted this
amazing  event. All in
attendance were impressed by
the powerful speeches from the
contestants. We would like to
extend our thanks to all in
attendance for this successful
contest.

The Path to Success

Over 300 international students across Canada took part in the Canada:

Yours to Discover speech contest. KGIC is proud to have had so much
interest and participation in this year’s competition. Participants took part in
an interview process, attended free speech clinics and presented their speech
at a qualifying round before making it to the final event.

The Interview

The Canada: Yours to Discover speech contest was open to international
students across Canada who studied at a school in Canada within the last
year. Many students who had never attended a KGIC school registered to
take part in the contest.

To ensure fairness in the competition students were interviewed by KGIC
teachers. This short interview placed students in either the Novice or
Intermediate/ Advanced categories. It was also a chance for the students to
get more information about the contest.

Speech Clinics
All participants were able to take part in a series of free speech clinics offered

by KGIC.

Secrets of Speech Writing was a free clinic taught by KGIC instructors on
how to write a strong and effective speech. The clinic taught speech organiza-
tion, style and editing. It was very useful in helping students write their
speeches,

Presenting with Passion was a free clinic taught by KGIC instructors on how
to give a winning speech. Students were taught many different techniques on
speech presentation and rehearsal techniques.

Qualifying Round
Before moving on to the final round contestants participated in a qualifying
round on June 24th.

Students presented their speech in a classroom in front of a panel of three
judges. Students were judged on speech content, delivery and language. The
top students were notified the morning of the 25th that they had succeeded
and were moving on to the final round and a chance to win $1000!

SPEECH CLINIC
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ENTERTAINMENT

In addition to the excellent  energy of the crowd and
speeches, the entertainment was  included a costume change and
very popular with the audience. ~ wonderful dancing by two
Matching the international young children.

theme of the event there was

Half way through the contest

acts representing Syria, Mexico
rep g Syra, B ’ the crowd was treated to a
Brazil, and Japan. Opening the . . .
highly energetic and athletic

show was Emad Armoush and . .
Caporiera performance. This
Flamenco dancers Teresa and
Christina, Emad set the mood

with a passionate set of three

Afro-Brazilian  martial  art
dance featured flips, kicks,

punches, and spins all set to the

songs. The beautiful guitar and )

vocals was accented with the .
string instrument. The group

teamwork and energy of the two S

accompanying dancers. women who all brought their
Emad was followed immedi- individual styles to the show.
ately by Mexico Vivo. Mexico T e e 0 (et e

Vivo is a group of dancers who Chibi Taiko, a traditional

were met by a loud round of

Japanese drum performance.
This was definitely a highlight
of the evening. The drums
could be heard throughout the
hotel. The final number entitled
Matsuri Taiko (Festival Drum)
had an amazing beat which

really pumped up the crowd.

applause from the Mexicans in
the audience. The first song was
a beautiful number where the
lights were turned down and
three women in beautiful
costumes danced with candles

balanced on their heads. This

performance brought up the

Vancouver’'s Novice Winner v Toronto’s Advanced Winner v Toronto’s Novice Winner v
-..'__-_—‘_ § - p 4 - Pl B .

]

- v

=

]

SPEECH
. CONTEST

SPEE 1
2 I_comgs}% N

~
Taina De Almeida

Francisco Leos Eun Jung Kim Sung Bin Lee :

Vancouver advanced winner Francisco Leos’ topic was How Vancouver
Represents the Olympic Spirit and he encouraged the audience to go out Toronto Winners Vancouver Winners

and experience the Olympic Spirit for themselves. “I can stand here in : :
Novice Level Novice Level

front of you telling how amazing this country and Vancouver are, but, as _
this contest is named Canada: Yours to Discover, just go around and find 1st place - Sung Bin Lee 1st place - Eun Jung Kim

that thing that will make you feel the passion and don't miss the opportu- 2nd place - Min Jung Lee 2nd place - Ippei Matsumoto

nity to make your dreams come true because that’s the way Vancouver .
¥ Y Y 3rd place - Min Hyung Lee 3rd place - sang Ho Sim

represents the Olympic Spirit.”

Novice winner Eun Jung Kim compared Canada to a salad in describing Advanced Level

Advanced Level
why Canada is beautiful. “In Canada, we say that Canada is a Mosaic, 1st place - Taina De Almeida

salad bowl. It means we can be a tomato, lettuce or cucumber and Cana- 1st place - Francisco Leos

dian identity is like a salad dressing that gives us something in common. 2nd place - Jong Soon Kang 2nd place - Ha Rin Park
Although we are mixed together, we don't lose our own tastes.” 3rd place - Rute Teixeira 3rd place - Sota Kuroki

COMMENT

“Every speaker connected with their audience with their heart. It was very impressive™
- John Hawkins, Speech Contest Judge
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